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I know nothing about the subject,
but I'm happy to give you my expert opinion.”

Maybe | exaggerate ... but just a little
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Vision of the optimist

Poverty is an inevitable (but unproblematic) social ill

Poor people are to blame

Our anti-poverty interventions have not been sufficiently
effective to tackle poverty in Scotland

Vested interests create and maintain poverty
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The great Scottish ‘myth’
(but don’t tell anyone)




here's tae us,
gﬁ wha's like us ? damn few and *hn:g.r‘re all EIEld
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Scots accept that child poverty exists in Scotland

| would rather not say

| don't know

There is quite a lot of child poverty in
Scotland today

There is some child poverty in
Scotland today

There is very little child poverty in
Scotland today

There is no child poverty in Scotland
today
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Scots think that it is important to tackle child poverty

Veryimportant © s
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Why poverty exists: ALL REASONS

Eng Wal Scot Scot
Reason 2009 | 2009 | 2009 | 2013

Their parents suffer from alcoholism, drug
abuse or other addictions

Their parents have been out of work for a long
time

Their family cannot access affordable housing

Because of inequalities in society

There are too many children in the family

Their parents do not work enough hours

68%

48%

27%

24%

46%

21%

65%

46%

24%

23%

33%

14%

82%

52%

33%

25%

30%

11%

87%
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41%

41%

45%

28%
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Why poverty exists: MAIN reason

Scotland
Reason 2013

Their parents suffer from alcoholism, drug abuse or other addictions 29%

Because of inequalities in society 16%

Their parents do not want to work 13%

Their parents have been out of work for a long time 10%

Their parents work does not pay enough 8%

Their parents lack education 6%
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Conspicuous in its absence from the top table

MAIN
R scot 2013

Social benefits for families with children are not high enough 4%
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Poverty in Scotland: direction of
travel
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What lies ahead
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How we compare

London, Inner (Eng)
London, Outer (Eng)
Wales

North West (Eng)
West Midlands (Eng)
Yorkshire and the Humber (Eng)
United Kingdom (all)
England (all)

North East (Eng)
Northern Ireland
East Midlands (Eng)
South West (Eng)
Eastern (Eng)

South East (Eng)

Scotland

50
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Children in poverty in Scotland

220,000

Two thirds living in a household with an least one adult in work

(or 160,000, BHC)
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People in poverty in Scotland

940,000

(or 800,000, BHC)
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Poverty in Scotland:
the policy response




No shortage of Scottish Government interest

1.  Social Justice Milestones (1999-2004)

— Ten long-term Targets and twenty-nine Milestones across five
population groups

2.  Closing the Opportunity Gap (2004-2007)

— Three Aims, Six Objectives and Ten Targets

3.  Achieving Our Potential (2008 ... )
4.  Scottish Child Poverty Strategy (2011-, refreshed 2014)
5.  proposed Child Poverty Bill for Scotland

6. Independent Adviser on Poverty and Inequality (2015-)
7.  Fairer Scotland 2030 conversation (2015-)
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Growing Scottish Local Government Interest

Scottish Borders

Renfrewshire

Falkirk

Perth & Kinross

Dumfries and Galloway

East Lothian

Fife (Fairer Fife)

Dundee (Fairness Commission)

0 NO U WwhNE

9. Local Government Committee Forum Against Poverty
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Growing Scottish Local Government Interest

A Fair Way To Go

Report of the

Tackling Poverty ' & Dundee Faimess

in Renfrewshire Commission

May 2016

Tackling Poverty
Strategy 2015-2017

: S
Fairer Fifeiisi DUNDEE"

@2 Novemnber 2015
Renfrewshire
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The East Lothian approach

East Lothian Poverty Commission

Purpose of the Poverty Commission

The Poverty Commission is a group of independent members who have been asked to focus on the issue of poverty in the
county. The eight members of the Commission will focus on building an understanding of poverty across the county and
how it is affecting people's lives. They have been asked to identify key actions that local people and organisations waorking

together can do to prevent poverty and to help people to move out or poverty or lessen its impact.

All Cormmissioners bring extensive knowledge and experience to the Commission and all have a personal connection to
the county. They have given up their time on a voluntary basis to support the work of the Commission.

Poverty Commission Members

« Chair: Annette Bruton (Principal Edinburgh College)

« Anne Hastie (Former Manager of Haddington Citizen's Advice Burea)

* Morag Alexander (ELCAP Board Member and former Equality and Human Rights Commissioner)
+ Rev Chris Knights (Chair Musselburgh Area Partnership and Local Minister)

« Dr. Kevin Fernando (North Berwick GP and Diabetes UK Champion)

+ Clare McGillivray (Local Activist)

« Zoe Van Zwanenberg (Leadership Specialist)

+ Niall Alexander (Financial Inclusion Consultant
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Local agenda?




Communities of interest

THE COST OF
THE SCHOOL DAY

* FACEUP TO
) CHWLD
{ ROVERTY
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Seven action points

— Understand poverty statistics

— Understand poverty statistics on the ground
— Know your population

— Convince people that poverty exists

— Convince people that poverty is a problem that must be
addressed

— Understand the nature of area poverty

— Make a difference through local action
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What are the options?

* Enabling people not living in poverty to increase the
opportunities for more people to live a poverty-free life

* Reducing the number of people living in poverty

* Preventing people on the margins of poverty from falling
into poverty

* Enabling people living in poverty to increase their chance
of living a poverty-free life

* Protecting those living in poverty from the worst excesses
of living with poverty
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Aiming to reduce the number of
people living in poverty is a
problematic goal for community
anti-poverty strategies
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What works for a local strategy?

Core aims should be to:

* Protecting those living in poverty from the worst excesses
of living with poverty

* Enabling people to increase their and others’ chances of
living a poverty-free life
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Drivers

* Sense of self as socially just
* |t's what we do

e Strong anti-poverty sector

* Anti-poverty sector with government

 Availability of local data / SIMD

* Child Poverty Act 2010 becomes Child Poverty Bill 2017
* Austerity induced changes locally

* Nationalist politics
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Scottish Child Poverty Bill

More of the same / not losing what we’ve got

* Enshrine in legislation the commitment to eradicate CP
Reinstate statutory income-based targets
Duty on Scottish Ministers to prepare CP Delivery Plan

QUESTION 4

How can links between the national strategy and local implementation be
improved? What could local partners do to contribute to meeting these
national goals? This might include reporting and sharing best practice or
developing new strategic approaches.
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Necessarily complex

Absolute income poverty

Number and proportion of children in households whose equivalised income before housing costs is below 60 per cent of
inflation adjusted GB median income in 2010/11. This is a measure of whether the poorest families are seeing their incomes
rise in real terms.

Reduce to fewer than 5%

Relative income poverty

Number and proportion of children in households whose equivalised income before housing costs is below 60 per cent of GB
median income in the same year. This is a measure of whether the poorest families are keeping pace with the growth of
incomes in the economy as a whole

Reduce to fewer than 10%

Material deprivation and income poverty

Number and proportion of children that are both materially deprived and are in households whose equivalised income
before housing costs is less than 70 per cent of the GB median in the current year. This is to provide a wider measure of
children’s living standards.

Reduce to fewer than 5%

Persistent income poverty

Reduce the proportion of children that experience long periods of relative poverty (that is to reduce the percentage of
children who live in households that have a household income of less than 60% of the median household income for three
years out of a four-year period) with the specific target percentage to be set at a later date.

Reduce to fewer than 5%
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A cautionary note before a
conclusion
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£ billions

Real Gross Disposable Household Income - inflated by CPI (2014 prices)
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Percentage
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Some food for thought ...

Scotland is unique, but lessons can be learned

There is a move toward more localised approaches in
Scotland at the current time (although we have the lowest
rates of child poverty among UK regions)

There is the basis for what could be public support for tackling
poverty: disconnect between attitude and policy strategy

Need to rethink the role of community action in light of
changes to the local state
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Thank you for listening.

Dr John H. McKendrick
Glasgow School for Business and Society @ GCU
j.mckendrick@gcu.ac.uk
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