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But first a qui ze

u Who knows what document this is from?

ol'he Group are concerned that the attitude of professionals
and planners for children appears to be influenced by dated
personal theory and prejudice. The end result of this process
IS that policy and professional action evolve in some
mysterious fashion because there is no agreed view on basic
child care needs and objective

é The Group hopes to improve policy development for
children by stimulating debate and discussion, culminating in
a mini mum decl ared charter of




Room to Grow
Strathclyde Regional Council (1979)




Conflation of causes and conseguences

u What are not major causes of poverty:

u Addiction (usually portrayed as drugs/alcohol )
u Poor parenting

u Being bad at relationships

u Low educational attainment

u  Worklessness (what does that even mean?)

u Debt

u Personal characteristics and behaviours

u If these were major drivers of poverty, then a
particularly poor person




AlOtOprOp'@! OHad | not just chosen foo

chosen something else. | mean a lot of people turn to

shopping, alcohol, smoking, any other addiction. My
addiction was food . 0

Ol 6maadwor king single m

Ol 6m continually on the wve
bankruptcy. O

"Do you understand that | absolutely have not a pot to

piss 1 n?o0
Ol tds just dHhecdhbanadmy sex ni
me be a guest at his house

homel ess. O
"happiest divorced couple in the world ",

Sarah, Duchess of York is left 'devastated' after being
ditched by her toyboy lover Manuel Fernandez after
two years together.

Sarah Ferguson, Duchess of York A university education might have helped her navigate
her adult life with less drama, she says. 6




RiIsks, causes and
conseguences




Risks, causes and consequences

u these characteristics do not distinguish the poor from
the non-poor

u They do not measure poverty

u Anyone at any level of income can experience these
situations

u these can pose a ri sk of pov
u these are more likely to be consequences of poverty

u Media, government and the general public continually
conflate risks, causes and consequences

u However, some of these characteristics, when
combined with poverty, are especially devastating and
need a targeted response (eg addiction)




The four areas of the review :

u Income maximisation
u Education

u Childcare

u Lone parents

u Caveat!! This review was a bespoke response to the
particular requirements of South Ayrshire CPP. These
were the areas they wished to address. You may have
other priorities that are not covered in the review.
Hopefully, it can still be of use to you.




Income maximisation




Why Income maximisation?

u The evidence shows negative effects of financial insecurity
on maternal and child wellbeing over and above the
negative effects of income and poverty

u One of the Scottish Government 0s
maximisation) dwork in this area would be in synergy with
national priorities

u  Opportunities for sharing of learning and resources to
develop income maximisation services

u Income maximisation is one of the few poverty reduction
strategies that affects children and families pre -, per- and
post-pregnancy.

u Including income maximisation allows CPPs toidentify
those at risk of poverty and to take preventative action, as
well as to mitigate against already existing poverty
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u Income is brought into the local area and spent locally.




Poverty premium owhere does the problem lie?

u Poverty premium dwhere people living in poverty cannot pay
the full amount for an item, nor can they access mainstream

credit, nor pay on a credit
u Example from my research inAprilin f oodbanks

car

I N
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Stores open Mon to Sat am - 5.30pm

House

Your Weekly Payment Store

New In! Home Entertainment Home Furniture  Appliances Computing Mobiles Baby Essentials  Clearance

Pushchairs & Strollers Car Seats & Carry Cots Nursery Furniture

Baby Monitors

Delivery Price Number Interest Rate

Weelly' | Broduct and Including of / e Get Product Now
payable

t Pri
Fepmes e Installation = Delivery & weeks Representative
Installation APR* £92.00 per week
£2.00 £651.51 £55.00 £706.51 156 62.9% £1,404.00 KEY Features

9kg capacity 1400 rpm spin speed
A++4 energy rating 14 wash cycles
Ecobubble™ technology Quiet for a peaceful wash
Super Speed Wash v Bubble Soak

Digital Inverter Motor 15 mins Quick Wash

Product Code: SADDWASHS
Manufacturer Code: \WW70K 64 100X/ EU

Phnusunag Tring
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<I-..>

BrightHouse | Buy Products on Finance - Buy Mow/Pay Later Products Appliances Washers and Dryers Samsung ? kg AddWash Washing Machine

Samsung 2 kg AddWash Washing Machine

5/5(3 reviews)

Representative Example

£10.00

Weekly payment

Product Price £730.01

Your Weekly Term & Payment

Delivery and Installation £55.00
Product Price Including Delivery & Installation £785.01 Mumber of weeks Weekly payment Total payable
NMumber of weeks 156 154 £10.00 £1.550.00
A I Fixed Int tRate /R tative APR™Y 69.9%
nnual Fixed Interest Rate epresentative M 104 £12.18 £1.966.72
Total payvable E1.560.00
52 £19.35 £1,006.20

Variable terms where available. Online we can only offer the lowest weekly payment.
viou weould like to take an alternative term, please visit your loczl store. The interest
rate offered will be fixed for the length of the agreement and will depend onyour
financial status, product purchased and the length of the agreement. Late payment

:I :l % charges may apply if you miss your payment

|ncrease Optional Extras

Slnce BrightCare }

BrightCare will give vou peace of mind. If anything
Q p r i I 7 goes wrong with yvour product we'll either fix it or £3.10

e replace it.

For more information click here

Insurance Cowver

It is a condition of the hire purchase agreement
that vour product must be insured against loss
cause by accidental damage, fire and theft.

I{ev Features Insurance for fire, theft and accidental damage is £1.64
required for the duration of the agreement. If yvou

kg capacity 1400 rpm spin A+++ energy do not have an appropriate insurance policy, i

speed rating Product Insurance is available. Exclusions apply. =£ 782, 10
14 wash cycles Ecobubble ™ Quiet for a For more information on insurance click here.

technology peaceful wash
Super Speed Wash Bubble Soak Digital Inverter

Motor

=£2342.10

Product Price: £10.00 per week

15 mins Quick
Wash




Samsung AddwWwash WwWa80K5410WW/EU Washing
Machine, 8kg Load, A+++ Energy Rating, 1400rpm Spin,

White

Special offer

= — (=]

e e—— tmn &

D., Larger view

Claim an extra 3 year guarantee (at no extra cost) via online registration.

T O

Claim an extra 3 years guarantee (offer via
redemption)

£499.99

5/5 2 Reviews

~" 2 year guarantee included

% Delivered by our approved supplier

=
Disposal and installation services are not available online for
this product. Please call 0345 604 85835 to order this product

and arrange these services - view opeaning hours

Product code - 88935318

Additional Services

] 5 years Added Care for your home £140.00
appliance (includes guarantees
period)

Find out mors

More than 10 in stock

Quantity |1 Add to Basket =

W Add to Wish List

&) Create new Wish List

L



Price (Lowest - Highest) A

View all

Compare

Indesit BWSC61252WUK Freestanding

Washing Machine, 6kg Load, A++
Energy Rating, 1200rpm Spin, White

Cut of stock
i Email me when available

Price Match
£2085.99
w" 2 year guarantee included

Washer Connection £25.00

Washer Disposal £15.00

2 Reviews

Indesit Innex BWDT7T1453WUK
Freestanding Washing Machine kg
Load, A+++ Energy Rating, 1400rpm,

FQuarantees included

Washer Connection £25.00
Washer Disposal £15.00

16 Reviews

Compare

Indesit XWAS1482XW Freestanding
Washing Machine, 8kg Load, A++
Energy Rating, 1400rpm S5pin, White

Out of stock
ail me when available

guarantee included

Washer Connection £25.00
Washer Disposal £15.00

2 Reviews

™ ey e P = e



Poverty premium - what can you do?

u Create or tap into a local credit union to encourage savings
and to allow access to cheaper borrowing (see for example
Scotcash5 and Fair for You)

u  Work with businesses to encourage them to provide a no -
Interest loans scheme similar to the Good Shepherd
Microfinance scheme in Australia which offers no -interest
loans to low income households in receipt of certain benefits
who are excluded from mainstream credit

u Provide advice services and support to access debt reduction
services where families are already in debt, especially as a
result of high interest credit.

u Fife CPP is developing plans along these lines. It aims to:

u Create a social enterprise lending facility to offer borrowing and money advice
to those who would otherwise use higher cost alternatives.

u Take alead in supporting credit union membership, either by making links to
existing facilities or creating their own.

u Develop plans with housing associations for non-commercial tariffs for digital
broadband for social housing tenants
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Education




Education o where does the problem lie?

u Cost of the school day

u Teacher understanding

u Targeted vs universal services

u Barriers to parental engagement:

u Self esteem/self efficacy

u Previous experiences of school (contradictory)
u Gender issue d parent or mother?

u  School culture

u Pressures on teacherso ti me
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Minor digression-poor er par e
(contradictory) experiences of school

u Parentsd |iving in poverty report b
experiences of school.

u They say they struggled, and that t
but that they loved school.

u School was sometimes considered a sanctuary.

u Dondt assume the kid |Iiving i n pover
family circumstances that are more
In poverty, the kid who might act up in class and you may think of as a
pain, dondt assume that Kkid 1 snot
There can be just other stuff going on. And education has not been
good at picking up on that in the past. | could give numerous
examples i f time all owseée




| enjoyed being at school

4.5

3.5
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Non-poor Transient poverty Recurrent poverty Persistent poverty

Source: Growing up in Scotland sweeps 17




| tried really hard to achieve at school

4.5

3.5

2.5

15

Non-poor Transient poverty Recurrent poverty Persistent poverty

Source: Growing up in Scotland sweeps 17




| often played truant at school

4.5

IN

3.5

2.5

15

Non-poor Transient poverty Recurrent poverty Persistent poverty

Source: Growing up in Scotland sweeps 17




| believe | can positively influence my ¢ h i lachi@wement at school

4.5

3.5

2.5

15

Non-poor Transient poverty Recurrent poverty Persistent poverty

Source: Growing up in Scotland sweeps 17




Aspirations: Staying on at school

0.9

0.7

0.6
0.5
0.4
0.3
0.2

0.1

Non-poor Transient poverty Recurrent poverty Persistent poverty

Source: Growing up in Scotland sweeps 17




Take home messages

u School is important to and for poorer children
u Poorer parents value school and want to help
uThe OPoverty of Aspirationo I
u Parents all want the best for their child

u Poorer parents less likely to know what that looks like
or how to achieve it

u Poorer parents less likely to know how to help their
child

u Think carefully how you spend your Pupil Equity Fund
money.




School costs- what can you do?

u Encourage take up of free school meals/school clothing grant/EMA entitlement
u  Ensure privacy for pupils on free school meals in order to minimise stigma.

u  Make taking school meals the usual mode of eating at lunchtime.

u Accept supermarket uniforms rather than branded school uniforms

u Reduce fundraising/charitable giving that
income, e.g. money for book clubs, wear your own clothes day.

u  Schools can consider an end of year activity that is of minimal cost to parents,
rather than school proms which can be expensive for parents.

u Implement breakfast and holiday clubs on a sliding scale of fees that are available
to all pupils, but free to those on the lowest incomes.

u  Provide teachers with high quality continuing professional development on the
nature, causes and consequences of poverty, such as the recent initiative by the
City of Edinburgh Council ds 1 in 5 project.

Undertake initiatives to build relationships with the poorest parents so that they
are comfortable to be in the school environment.

Pupil Equity Framework

Become a Rights Respecting School? See AberdeenCitg¢ounci | 6s exper. en




Universal and targeted approach

u Many CPPs use the Scottish
Index of Multiple
Deprivation (SIMD) to
target poverty prevention
and mitigation services.

u  Only 50% of children living Children living
in poverty in a
high SIMD area

In poverty live in alow
SIMD area. s

u Use SIMDand eligibility for
the school clothing grant &
free school meals to
capture as large a
proportion of children
living In poverty as
possible. .




Engaging parentsowhat can you do?

u Family Liaison Officers ddedi cat ed, directed, free up
u Combineparentsod6 evenings wsessibnsot her i nform
u Relationship building at the school gates

u Informal social events in school

u Internet access for parents in school

u Coffee mornings where pupils serve their parent(s)

u Engage other services, eg Families and Schools Together (FAST

u Usetext messages and social media to communicate

u Use a whole school approach for engaging parents dget all staff on board

u and so oné
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Childcare




Childcare

u  Availability

u  Sometirr
high qua

u  Only 159
working

u State suppc
does not pri

u Cost

Fees from 2016
Babies Toddlers & Pre-school
Age 0-2 Age 3-5
Weekly Monthly  Weekly Monthly
2 DAYS 4 HOURS 4447 £18897 £4200 £17847
6 HOURS £7054 £299.78 tbb.83  £284.00
SULL DAY £11060  £470.00 £10440  £44576
3 DAYS <4 HOURS o688 £28547 £63.00 £267.69
6 HOURS  £105.80 £449.65 £100.22 £426.00
ULL DAY £165.88 £705.05 £156.60 £665.64
5 DAYS <4 HOURS  £111.16 £472.45 £10498 £446.19
6 HOURS = 4o 45 £167.09 £71010
FULL DAY @@ £261.05 £1109.40

Note: Fees are reviewed annually in April




Childcare - what can you do?

u  Offer additional hours to enable full -time employment charged on a sliding scale of costs

u  Work with private, community -based and voluntary sector provision to guarantee hours and
subsidise childcare for the poorest

u Operate a tapered fee model, fees should be 'k

u Explore the idea of co -operative after school clubs to ensure that families living in poverty have
access to out of school hours care.

u  Work in partnership with voluntary organisations, such as Save the Children and One Parent
Families Scotland, to provide local high -quality childcare to families living in poverty.

u Develop social approaches and parent-led childcare in communities based on need rather than
ability to pay market rates as other CPPs such as Fife aim to do.

u Initiate breakfast clubs with a sliding scale of fees so that they are free to children living in
poverty. Such provision, while focussed on the nutrition of children, would usefully double up as
a childcare provider

u  Provide holiday clubs during the school holidays with a sliding scale of fees with better off
parents paying full fees and poor parents paying little or nothing.

Think about the barriers to voluntary, community or parent -led sector providers increasing
provision in South Ayrshire ddo they pay rent? Could this be subsidised or CPP buildings, or part
buildings, be given over for childcare?

Could funding should shift from the demand side (parents through the tax credits system) to th
supply side (childcare providers)?




Lone parents




Lone parents owhere does the problem lie?

u Prejudiced assumptions

u Policies that impoverish lone parents

u Lack of access to affordable childcare

u Lack of access to education, skills and employment
u Facts about lone parents in Scotland:

u the average age of lone mothers in Scotland is 36 years old
u In Scotland only 3% of lone mothers are teenagers
u only 15% have never lived with the father of their child

u Lone parenthood is not usually a permanent status for families in Scotland but
is often another stage in family life that lasts on average around 5% years

u It is estimated that around one third to one half of all children in Scotland will
spend time in a lone parent family formation

u Poverty for lone parents is not inevitable
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Lone parents - what can you do?

u Addresstheir deeper levels of poverty and material deprivation.

u Support lone parents into stable employment that enables them to earn a
decent wage at a time that is right for them and their children.

u Communicate to central government when policies are punitive or result
In precarious employment.

u Reduceand remove the barriers to employment by improving the
affordability and availability of childcare , holiday care and specialised
care for disabled children

u Increase maternal skills and confidence , increasing maternal education
and vocational training and helping with the costs of childcare.

u Supportpr ojects that build | one parentso0o soc
relationships, social support and social engagement.

Ensureadequate support for mental health difficulties (often related to
work/money issues).

Often there is support for child poverty initiatives but not those aimed at
their families o0y ou candét help children without
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